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A Collaborative Project of Santa Barbara Solstice Celebration and Elephant Parade® USA

Elephant Equinox, Sept. 21-22, 2024

Solstice launched the Solstice Art Box Contest 
at the September 21-22 Elephant Equinox in 
collaboration with the Elephant Parade®. The 
event featured Groovy Gary, one of the elephant 
sculptures from the Elephant Parade® created by 
Calico Cooper, Alice Cooper’s daughter. 

Featured in the VOICE Magazine!



Art Box Contest S e p t - D e c .  2 0 2 4

The Solstice Art Box Contest was extended and promoted at our next event -- the opening of the Michael 
Towbes Plaza at the Library.  Hundreds of kids and parents stopped by - producing  numerous new entries into 
the Elephant ArtBox Contest.  The entries were then put online and the public voted for their favorites.

The contest was judged by 
members of the Solstice 
Board of Directors, commu-
nity members, and local �ne 
artists and graphic designers 
who were not participating in 
the contest.   Here are some 
of the entries online:  https://
www.solsticeparade.com/
posterart/top-ten-art-box-
submissions

A Celebration of Art, Community & Conservation



The winners of the Solstice Art Box Contest Christopher Noxon (professional category) and Elena Pablo (youth category received an 
Art Box.

Winner Christopher Noxon, agreed to paint the blank elephant, submitted his 
maquette (miniature pictured to the left) of his design. 

“Phantasmagorical Landscapelephant” by Christopher Noxon was approved as 
part of the international Elephant “herd.”  



Another fun turn of events:  Elephant Parade®provided a  blank Elephant to provide an activation for Earth Da y2025!    Hundreds of 
kids chalked the life-sized blank elephant and created their designs on the Elephant Parade® coloring page.

After Earth day,  the blank elephant was 
cleaned, prepped, painted white, then a base 
coat of pink was applied to prepare the life-
sized baby elephant sculpture to be painted 
by Christopher for the Parade. 

There was a Paint the Pachyderm Party at the Workshop with 
Solstice artists assisting Christopher Noxon in applying his 
design to the elephant.   He �rst sketched out his design, 
making some slight adjustments.  Following his direction, 
Solstice artists, Board Members and volunteers did the initial 
�lling in of colors  Then Christopher spent the next couple 
weeks �ne tuning and �nishing his design.



A platform was built and the Phantasmagorial landscapephant had its premier performance in the 2025 Solstice Parade, 
and was on display in the Summer Solstice Festival in Alameda Park Saturday and Sunday June 21-22.

The Elephant was then in the Ojai Fourth of July Parade and is now on display in the courtyard of the Ojai Valley Mu-
seum, until the next event!




